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May 18, 2026 
 
The Honorable Dudley Hoskins 
Undersecretary, Marketing and Regulatory Services 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20250 
 
RE: New Potato Wart Detection – Prince Edward Island, Canada 
 
Dear Undersecretary Hoskins, 
 
Thank you for all the time and attention you have provided to the U.S. potato industry over the 
years, and specifically in your current role.  
 
This letter is regarding an ongoing phytosanitary issue with Prince Edward Island, Canada (PEI). 
The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) has advised us of another potato wart 
detection on PEI in a new unregulated field. 
 
Given that this new detection has occurred in an entirely new field without any association with 
previous finds, it reinforces our continued concerns over the true scope of the disease in PEI 
production areas. Therefore, we renew our strong objection to allowing imports of fresh 
potatoes from PEI into the U.S. 
  
Threat to U.S. Industry   
Potato Wart is a highly destructive disease that, if established, can render potato production 
infeasible. The threat is not theoretical as Canada has dealt with exactly this unfortunate situation 
in Newfoundland and production there is no longer viable. 
 
In the Fall of 2021, APHIS took the step of halting all imports of fresh potatoes from PEI due to the 
spread of this disease. However, the Biden Administration rapidly reopened the market and 
treated the issue as a diplomatic irritant rather than a phytosanitary threat. 
 
Should potato wart be transmitted to the United States, it would have severe consequences. 
Beyond the domestic costs to growers and the industry, the U.S. would likely immediately lose 
access to all international fresh potato markets costing the industry over $225 million directly in 
annual exports and billions more in indirect impact. 
 
CFIA and USDA Statements on Potato Wart 
APHIS recognizes potato wart as one of the most virulent threats to U.S. potato production, 
identifying it as a select agent1(only seven total listed).  
 

 
1https://www.selectagents.gov/sat/list.htm?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.selectagents.gov%2FS
electAgentsandToxinsList.html 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fnationalpotatocouncil.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7CKamq%40nationalpotatocouncil.org%7Cc1061bf3855c4d359be008db0df333a4%7C0d0017b821834bd9903764821186210b%7C0%7C0%7C638119110429396237%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TW0HYKZ5j0aB0saiQ6Q2Bb1571WOEGzJr4u6VJ1yBog%3D&reserved=0
https://www.selectagents.gov/sat/list.htm?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.selectagents.gov%2FSelectAgentsandToxinsList.html
https://www.selectagents.gov/sat/list.htm?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.selectagents.gov%2FSelectAgentsandToxinsList.html
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The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) has accurately noted the durability and insidiousness 
of this disease in the plan. “It can survive in soil for more than 40 years and no chemical 
treatments are available to control the fungus.” 

An APHIS2 October 2022 report states that “the full extent of the potato wart infestation in PEI is 
still unknown but is likely to be larger than currently reported.”  

Immediate Action Is Necessary 
The most recent Potato Wart crisis on PEI began in the Fall of 2021. Beyond the initial temporary 
prohibition on movement of potatoes to the U.S. and the ongoing prohibition on seed movement, 
PEI has been allowed to ship since May of 2022. 

Previously, we urged APHIS to take action entirely under its discretion and authority to mitigate 
the risk of this disease being introduced into the U.S. Specifically, we recommended restricting 
bulk shipments, limiting large retail shipments and enhancing traceback labeling capability, and 
controlling the waste generated by processing and other bulk handling facilities. To date, none of 
those recommendations have been acted upon.  

This permissive stance toward PEI is an ongoing threat to the U.S. industry. If the roles were 
reversed, it is a standard that CFIA would never allow of the U.S. in addressing a phytosanitary 
threat of this destructive nature. 

Given the disease progression on PEI, coupled with the lack of enhanced phytosanitary actions to 
date, we strongly urge you to immediately suspend PEI’s ability to ship fresh potatoes into the 
United States.  

Sincerely, 

 
W. Kam Quarles 
Chief Executive Officer 
National Potato Council 
 
State Signatories: Colorado Potato Administrative Committee 

Idaho Grower Shippers Association  
Idaho Potato Commission 
Maine Potato Board 
Minnesota Area II Potato Growers 
Montana Potato Improvement Association 
North Carolina Potato Association 
Potato Growers of Michigan 
Northland Potato Growers Association 
Oregon Potato Commission 
Pennsylvania Cooperative Potato Growers 
Washington State Potato Commission 
Wisconsin Potato & Vegetable Growers Association 

 

 
2 “Assessing pathways of introduction for potato wart (Synchytrium endobioticum) from Canada into the 
United States.” 


